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THE  INSTITUTION.  ' 


The  South  Carolina  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb;  and  the  Blind,  is  located  at  Cedar  Spring,  four  miles  South  of 
the  town  of  Spartanburg,  and  may  be  reached  directly  from  Columbia 
by  the  Spartanburg  and  Union  Kailroad. 

It  is  particularly  requested  that  persons  wishing  to  visit  the  Institu- 
tion, will  make  their  calls  on  Thursday,  in  each  week,  between  the 
hours  8,  A.  M.,  and  1,  P.  M.  Those  who  may  be  traveling,  or  so 
situated  that  they  cannot  make  their  calls  on  the  regular  day  appointed 
for  visitors,  will  be  received  at  any  time,  as  exceptions  to  the  general 
' rule. 

Persons  wishing  to  see  the  Principal  of  the  Institution  on  business, 
must  make  their  calls  on  Wednesdays,  and  at  no  other  time. 


BOAED  OF  COMMISSIONEES. 


His  ExcELLENcr  W.  H.  GIST, 

Governor  of  South  Carolina,  and  President  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners. 

Hon.  C.  G.  MEMMINGER,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Hon.  SAM^L  McALILEY,  Chester  C.  H.,  S.  C. 


INTELLECTUAL  DEPARTMENT. 

PRINCIPAL. 

XEWTOX  riXCKXEY  WALKER. 

TEACHERS  IN  THE  DEPARTMENT  FOR  DEAF  AND  DUMB. 
rilOF.  J.  M.  IIUGIISTOX, 

MISS  S.  J.  WALKER. 

DEPARTMENT  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

PROF.  J.  S.  IIEXDERSOX,  Principal  Instbcotor. 

MISS  M.  A.  WALKER. 


DOMESTIC  DEPARTMENT. 

PHYSICIAN. 

M.  A,  MOORE,  M.  D. 

STEWARD  AND  MATRON. 

MR.  AXD  MRS.  WALKER. 


INDUSTRIAL  DEPARTMENT. 

R.  1’.  ROGERS,  Mastkr  of  Hoot  Shop. 

J.  C.  TEMPLETOX,  Master  of  Cauinkt  and  Broom  Shop. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE 
DEAF,  DUMB  AND  BLIND. 


To  THE  GrENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OP  THE  StATE  OP  SOUTII  CAROLINA. 
The  Commissioners  of  the  Deaf  Dumb  and  Blind,  respectfully  report : 
That  the  new  building,  directed  by  the  State  to  be  built  at  Cedar 
Spring,  has  been  put  up  and  is  now  nearly  completed,  and  they  refer 
to  the  Ecport  of  the  Architect,  to  set  forth  the  character  and  condition 
of  the  building.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners,  the  building 
will  fulfil  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the  Legislature  in  behalf  of  these 
dependant  and  helpless  members  of  our  community. 

The  amount  expended  upon  the  contract  for  the  building  is  $26,400  00 
And  there  will  be  due  the  contractors,  when  the  building 

shall  be  received 3,600  00 


Total $30,000  00 

Paid  for  extra  work $786  57 

Amount  paid  charges  of  Architect  and  expenses  1,350  00 

2,136  57 


Amount  appropriated 


32,136  57 
32,000  00 


Deficit 136  57 

To  which  will  have  to  be  added  further  charge^  of  Archi- 
tect when  the  building  is  completed,  say 441  50 


Total  deficiency $578  07 

For  the  out-buildings  and  furniture,  and  the  arrangements  of  the 
ground,  the  following  expenditures  have  been  paid  or  contracted  for : 

Contract  for  kitchen  and  out-houses $4,250  00 

Excavating  and  terracing  the  ground 548  00 

Removing  earth  from  way  and  other  works... 73  35 

4,871  35 

Of  this  only  $3,000  have  yet  been  paid. 
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Furniture. — Purchases  made  by  Col.  Memminger 2,000  00 

Freight 431  00 

Contracts  at  Spartanburg,  &c.,  say 500  00 


7,802  35 

The  amount  appropriated  is 8,000  00 


Surplus 8197  65 


The  Board  of  Commissioners  have  to  report  that,  to  complete  the 
arrangements  of  the  Institution,  it  will  be  necessary  to  rough-cast  the 
building  and  color  it — to  put  seats  in  the  Chapel,  and  to  add  other  neces- 
sary work,  the  particulars  of  which  are  set  forth  in  the  report  of  Mr. 
Jones,  the  Architect.  Some  additional  furniture  must  also  be  added 
for  the  house  and  kitchen,  together  with  such  fencing  as  may  be  neees- 
sary.  The  actual  cost  of  these  items  cannot  be  precisely  stated,  but 
it  is  presumed  that  an  additional  appropriation  of  five  thousand  dollars 
will  be  sufficient. 

The  Commissioners  have  the  pleasure  to  say,  in  eonclusion,  that  they 
would  invite  public  inspection  of  the  work  done ) and  that  the  comple. 
tion  of  the  building  will  be  a monument  to  the  charity  and  kindly 
munificence  of  the  State. 

In  respect  to  the  expenses  incurred  for  the  support  and  education  of 
the  inmates  for  the  past  year,  the  Board  would  respectfully  report : 

That  the  whole  expenditure  for  the  support  of  the  estab- 


lishment, for  the  past  year,  has  been 87,108  67 

There  have  been  received  from  pay  pupils 275  00 

Articles  sold  at  the  shops 178  90 

Sundries 7 97 


From  State  Treasury,  by  drafts  in  favor  of  N.  F.  Walker...  6,646  80 

87,108  67 

All  which  has  been  vouched  in  detail  by  the  Commissioners  and  found 
correct. 

As  the  new  building  will  soon  be  occupied,  the  Board  expect  an 
accession  of  profits,  and  of  course  a corresponding  increase  of  expense, 
and  they  recommend  that  the  annual  appropriation  be  increased  to  eight 
thousand  dollars. 

The  Commissioners  respectfully  submit  the  accompanying  report  of 
the  IVincipal  in  detail,  with  the  exhibition  it  contains  of  the  per- 
formances of  several  of  the  Blind,  and  of  several  of  the  l)eaf  Mute  pupils^ 
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The  exhibition  of  these  exercises  has  a tendency  to  enc^rage  and  stimu- 
late both  the  teachers  and  pupils,  and  the  Commissioners  recommend 
that  three  hundred  (300)  copies  of  the  whole  Report  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Institution,  in  the  same  style  as  the  last  Report. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

C.  a.  HEMMING ER. 

SAM'L.  McALILEY. 
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PPaNCIPAL’S  PEPOPPL 


To  the  Commissioners  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  Blind: 

Gentlemen  ; — In  compliance  with  the  Act  of  the  Legislature,  I 
proceed  to  lay  before  you  a report  of  the  condition  and  expenditures  of 
the  Institution  within  the  last  fiscal  year. 

First  of  all,  I would  join  you  in  gratitude  to  God  for  the  blessings 
bestowed  on  this  object  of  our  mutual  care. 

HEALTH. 

The  health  of  the  School,  and  of  all  connected  with  this  Institution,  has 
been  good,  with  a single  exception,  since  my  last  report.  Miss  Catha- 
rine I).  Chalmers,  daughter  of  Dr.  Chalmers,  of  Newberry  District, 
died  of  pneumonia  on  the  16th  of  February,  after  an  illness  of  a few 
days.  She  was  left  delicate  by  the  disease  which  had  deprived  her  of 
sight  a few  years  previous.  Cold  settled  on  her  lungs  by  traveling  to 
the  Institution  through  the  rain  and  bad  weather.  She  was  admitted  a 
new  pupil  “bn  the  10th  of  the  same  month.  She  was  a lovely  girl. 
God  took  her  to  Himself. 

INTELLECTUAL  DEPAKTMENT. 

Of  the  Intellectual  Department,  I have  no  cause  for  complaint.  The 
tcacliers  have  manifested  a zeal  worthy  of  commendation.  The  pro- 
gress of  the  pupils  generally,  it  seems  to  me,  will  compare  favorably 
with  that  of  any  previous  year. 

In  the  Department  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  we  desire  to  elevate  the 
standard  of  Education.  The  language  of  signs  is  continually  being  de- 
veloped. There  is  no  stand-still  in  this  matter.  With  skillful  teachers, 
what  was  impossible  yesterday,  may  be  accomplished  to-day,  and  hope 
remains  for  the  morrow.  In  this  direction,  the  pride  of  position  calls 
for  increased  exertion. 

In  the  Department  for  the  Blind,  the  Principal  has  manifested  his 
usual  energy  and  devotion  to  the  interests  of  his  pupils.  The  results 
have  been  most  gratifying. 
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NUMBER  OF  PUPILS. 

The  number  of  pupils  under  instruction,  within  the  year,  has  been 
thirty-four.  Otherwise  situated,  we  could  wish  the  number  had  been 
greater.  All  who  are  in  the  State  ought  to  bo  in  the  School.  In  the 
unhuished  state  of  our  buildings,  however,  and  in  view  of  our  accom- 
modations, I have  not  felt  free  to  urge  our  claims  on  parents.  No  agent 
has  been  sent  out  to  look  after  children.  Those  offered  have  been  re- 
ceived. Better  situated,  as  we  hope  to  be  in  a few  months,  active 
measures  will  be  instituted  to  bring  in  all  of  suitable  age. 


LIST  OF  PUPILS— DEAF  AND  DUMB. 


Erasmus  D.  Smoke,  (a) 
William  J.  Miller,  (a) 
Seaborn  J.  Wilson,  (a) 

I).  McC.  Cole,  (a) 

Margaret  Sparrow,  (bed') 
Jane  J.  Rogers,  (abed) 
William  II.  Rogers,  (a  b e d) 
James  S.  Ilagins,  (a) 

Robert  M.  Ilagins,  (a) 
William  J.  Copeland,  (bed) 
Robert  II.  Sloan,  (a) 

Luther  C.  Ilalfacre,  (abed) 
Zabdial  E.  Ayre,  (abed) 
Jerry  Hawkins,  (a  b e d)^ 
Jo.seph  II.  Hawkins,  (b  e d) 
flv.  Jj.  Texanna  Ashmore,  (b 
Augustus  W.  Brunson,  (a  b e 
Margaret  Burress,  (a) 

Nancy  Watson,  (a) 

John  W.  Major,  (abed) 


Barnwell  District,  S.  C. 


« U it 

(('  <<  i( 

Spartanburg  District,  S.  C. 


u 

ii 

Cedar  Spring, 

u 

u 

Lancaster 

a 

u 

(( 

u 

u 

i( 

iC 

u 

Pendleton 

u 

u 

Newberry 

(C 

u 

Charleston 

a 

u 

Greenville 

u 

cc 

U 

u 

u 

u 

(C 

a 

Clarendon 

u 

a 

Anderson 

u 

Cl 

(C 

u 

a 

u 

ti 

u 

BLIND. 


Isabella  N.  C.  Rcidhiiner,  (a  be 
James  T.  IMcElhany,  (a  b e d) 
Perry  F.  Clark,  (a  bed) 
Nancy  A.  P.  Clark,  (a  bed) 
Rosella  Crow,  (abed) 
Rebecca  Bettis,  (a  bed) 
Samuel  Sumner,  (a  bed) 


d)  Lexington  District,  S.  C. 


York 

u 

u 

Greenville 

u 

u 

U 

u 

U 

u 

a 

u 

it 

a 

Union 

a 

* 

u 
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Bartcmius  Coley,  (a) 

Supra  A.  Chisliolme,  (ah  c d~) 
Eugenie  C.  Newlan,  (c  d') 
f James  McFadden,  (ah  c d) 
fCeorge  McC.  Ferguson,  (c  d') 
John  Beahan,  (ah  c d') 

Kitty  F.  McComb,  (ah  c d') 
Catherine  D.  Chalmers.* 


Laurens  District,  S.  C. 


Chester 

ii 

u 

U 

(C 

u 

Clarendon 

u 

u 

Laurens 

u 

u 

Charleston 

u 

u 

Abbeville 

u 

u 

Pupils  marked  {n)  were  under  instruetion  First  Quarter.  Those  marked 
(J),  Second  Quarter.  Those  marked  (c),  Third  Quarter.  Those  marked  (</), 
Fourth  Quarter. 

*Died  February  16;  not  regularly  a pupil, 
f Pay  Pupils. 


DOMESTIC  ABBANGEMENT. 

Each  pupil,  on  entering,  will  have  a dormitory  assigned  with  furni- 
ture, embracing  a separate  bed,  (two  or  more  pupils  in  one  room)  ward- 
robe, drawers,  wash-stand,  wash-bowl,  pitcher,  &c.,  &c.,  and  school-room 
furniture,  all  numbered  to  his  station,  none  of  which  is  to  be  interrupted 
by  any  other  pupil.  The  pupil  receiving  such  appointments  alone  will 
be  held  responsible  for  the  articles  assigned.  Great  care  will  be  taken 
to  see  that  each  pupil  acquires  proper  habits  of  attention  to  such  ap- 
pointments. These  assignments  will  be  registered  in  a book  kept  for 
that  purpose,  by  which  frequent  examinations  will  be  made,  and  inat- 
tentions and  defects  noted.  Each  division  of  dormitories  will  be  under 
the  care  of  some  competent  person  appointed  to  that  duty.  The  dining 
room  is  so  arranged  that  every  pupil  is  under  the  eye  of  the  Principal. 
Teachers  and  pupils  dine  together,  and  the  most  perfect  discipline  will 
be  observed. 


BEPBOOFS  AND  COBBECTIONS 

Will  be  strictly  parental.  The  utmost  labor  will  be  bestowed  to  gain 
the  affections  of  the  pupil,  and  bring  his  mind  under  the  government 
of  love  and  affection.  He  will  be  taught  from  the  first,  to  obey  the 
laws  of  the  Institution,  because  they  are  founded  in  his  own  welfare. 
And  on  all  moral  points  to  obey  the  laws  of  God,  because  it  is  right  to 
do  so.  Every  means  known  and  approved  by  our  best  disciplinarians 
will  be  employed  for  the  benefit  of  the  pupil.  The  rod  will  be  resorted 
to  when  all  other  means  have  failed.  It  is  to  be  hoped  few  instances 
will  occur  of  the  kind. 
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EECREATION. 

On  all  occasions,  when  the  weather  will  admit,  morning  and  evening 
walks  and  exercise  are  taken  in  the  open  air.  AAbilks  for  this  purpose 
are  provided,  particularly  for  the  girls.  Tlie  pupils  are  attended  by  a 
conductor,  under  the  direction  of  the  Matron.  Play-grounds  of  ample 
dimensions,  for  the  boys,  will  be  kept  open,  and  regular  hours  appoint- 
ed for  exercise,  when  not  otherwise  engaged.  Gymnastic  exercises  are 
contemplated. 

SHOP  WORK. 

When  pupils  arc  brought  in,  parents  will  be  consulted  as  to  what 
trade,  if  any,  they  prefer  their  children  to  learn.  AVhen  known,  such 
time,  as  tlie  liealth  of  the  pupil  will  allow,  and  other  duties,  will  be  em- 
ployed in  that  direction.  U^e  regard  a healthful  engagement  of  the 
hands  in  some  useful  trade  an  essential  qualification  to  usefulness  and 
liappincss. 

iio:me  department. 

This  is  a branch  of  the  Institution  designed  for  such  Deaf  Mutes,  or 
Rlind,  as  are  willing  to  labor  for  their  support,  but  who  have  not  the 
means  to  do  so  without  aid.  Hero  they  are  furnished  board,  lodgings, 
shops,  tools,  &c.,  for  which,  from  the  proceeds  of  their  labor,  they  return 
a reasonable  compensation  to  the  State.  All  earnings  above  that,  they 
appropriate  to  their  own  benefit.  This  provision  is  particularly  intended 
for  orphans,  and  others  not  otherwise  provided  for.  Separate  build- 
ings arc  ap[)ropriatcd  to  this  purpose.  No  person  is  permitted  to 
occupy  a place  in  this  Home  department  unless  he  be  a faithful  laborer, 
and  of  good  moral  character.  The  success  of  this  department  will  ap- 
pear in  the  tabular  statement. 

THE  NEW  BUILDING 

Is  nearly  finished,  and  will,  it  is  thought,  be  ready  for  occupancy  in  a 
few  months.  With  increased  facilities  we  may  hope  for  enlarged  uso- 
fulne.ss.  Under  the  present  contract  the  main  part  and  cast  wing  have 
been  constructed.  The  “out-buildings”  arc  now  going  up,  and  the 
grounds  being  terraced.  When  well  furnished,  and  the  grounds  orna- 
mented, the  accommodations  may  well  challenge  the  admiration  of  the 
State,  especially  when  the  cost  is  considered.  The  work  has  progressed 
slowly  but  surely.  The  Institution  is  free  from  debt,  and  unincumbered 
in  any  respect. 


OUR  LOCATION. 


Every  year’s  experience  gives  additional  evidence  of  the  fortunate 
position  we  occupy.  The  natural  advantages  are  unsurpassed  in  any 
country. 

A pure  fountain  of  water  gushing  out  at  the  foot  of  a beautiful  grove, 
invites  the  thirsty  to  drink  and  live.  While  majestic  oaks  spread  their 
kind  protection  against  a southern  sun.  Here  a current  of  pure  air 
may  ever  he  enjoyed,  finding  its  way  over  the  ever-varying  surface. 
The  scenery  is  truly  fine. 

The  social  advantages  are  peculiar.  Freed  from  the  evils  attending 
a dense  population,  our  social  wants  are  largely  supplied  from  the 
neighboring  towns  and  traveling  multitudes  which  crowd  the  upper 
Districts,  especially  in  summer. 

With  a Railroad  running  through  our  grounds,  connecting  us  with 
Columbia  and  Charleston,  we  have  abundant  traveling  and  commercial 
facilities. 


N.  P.  WALKEK. 
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Dn. 


TABULAK  STATEMENT. 

Commissioners  in  Account  with  the  Institution. 

Cn. 


Salaries 

Board  of  Beneficiary  Pupils.,.. 

Board  of  Pay  Pupils 

Clothinj'  for  Pupils 

Materials  for  Shops, Freight, <tc. 

Furniture 

Books,  Stationery,  Musical  In- 
struments, Ac 

Printing 

Materials  for  Eepairs,  Improve- 
ments, Ac.. 


$3,726  00 

By  Drafts 

$4,436  00 

2,225  00 

Paid  by  Parents  and  Friends... 

275  00 

187  50 

Articles  of  Clothing,  Books, 

147  44 

Ac.,  sold 

Payment  received  for  articles 

7 97 

330  63i 

132  33 

sold  from  Broom  Shop* 

178  90 

108  95 
18  50 

Balance  paid. 

2,210  80 

232  31} 

$7,108  67i 

$7,108  67 

• It  will  bo  remembered  that  only  a single  branch  of  the  Shops  is  herein  reported. 
The  Boot  Shop  is  conducted  by  Mr.  Kogers  as  an  individual  matter,  and  is,  therefore, 
not  represented. 

A quantity  of  manufactured  articles  and  materials  on  hand. 
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KEPORT  OF  EXPENDITURES— Continued. 
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niYSIClAN’S  RErORT. 


To  the  Commissioners  of  the  Deaf,  Dumb  and  Blind: 

Gentlemen  : — It  affords  me  mucli  pleasure  to  iDform  you  that  the 
health  of  the  Institution  has  been  this  year  unusually  good.  There 
never  has  been  much  sickness  here  since  the  commencement  of  the 
School,  as  little  I will  venture  to  say,  perhaps  less,  than  in  any  other 
Institution  of  the  kind  in  the  United  States,  and  I do  think  the  pros- 
pect for  health  will  be  much  better,  after  the  school  is  opened  in  the 
new  building,  than  it  has  been  heretofore,  the  site  being  considerably 
higher,  and  the  rooms  also  being  considerably  larger. 

It  might  be  necessary,  gentlemen,  at  some  future  time,  whenever 
you  think  it  most  expedient,  to  have  erected  at  the  spring,  a regular 
bathing  establishment  for  the  special  benefit  of  the  pupils  j and,  also,  a 
gymnasium.  The  cold  bath  is  a good  tonic,  and  is  highly  beneficial  to 
some  constitutions,  still  it  is  not  so  absolutely  necessary  here,  as  it 
would  be  were  your  Institution  located  in  the  centre  of  a large  city, 
where  the  atmosphere  is  not  so  pure.  I believe  I have  nothing  more 
to  suggest.  Hoping  a continuance  of  God’s  blessings,  I will  therefore 

close. 

All  of  the  above  is  respectfully  submitted. 

M.  A.  MOORE,  Physician. 


21 


TEEMS  OF  ADMISSION. 


1.  Parents  applying  for  the  admission  of  children  expecting  the  ben- 
efit of  the  State  appropriation,  ■will  address  the  Principal,  who,  upon  the 
reception  of  such  application,  will  return  by  the  next  mail,  to  the  appli- 
cant, a blank  petition  to  be  filled  out  as  therein  directed.  The  first, 
second,  and  third  “ forms”  having  been  regularly  filled,  the  petition  will 
bo  sealed  and  sent  to  the  Commissioners,  whose  address  will  be  pointed 
out  to  the  applicant.  They,  on  being  satisfied  that  the  terms  have 
been  properly  complied  with,  will  order  the  admission  of  the  pupil. 
This  order,  thus  signed  by  the  Commissioners,  will  be  returned  to  the 
petitioner,  or  sent  directly  to  the  instructor.  If  sent  to  the  petitioner^ 
the  “order”  must,  in  all  cases,  be  presented  when  the  pupil  is  brought. 
If  sent  to  the  Institution,  the  Principal  will  forthwith  notify  the  peti- 
tioner that  such  order  has  been  received,  and  of  his  readiness  to  receive 
the  pupil. 

2.  Persons  applying  for  pay  pupils  will  address  the  Principal. 

3.  “Bills  of  clothing”  will  be  sent  out  to  parents,  specifying  the 
number  and  quality  of  garments.  These  bills  must  be  filled  and  re- 
turned when  the  pupil  is  brought,  so  as  to  be  compared  with  the  arti- 
cles furnished,  and  regularly  filed. 

Every  article  of  clothing  must  have  the  initial  letters  of  the  pupil's 
name  on  it,  made  either  by  indelible  ink  or  by  thread  of  unfading  color. 

The  whole  must  be  neatly  packed  in  a good  trunk,  with  a good  lock 
and  key. 

4.  A small  amount  of  money,  say' five  or  ten  dollars,  will  be  required 
to  be  deposited  with  the  Principal,  and  receipted,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
pupil,  should  need  require. 

5.  Name  of  the  pupil  in  full,  age,  cause  of  deafness  or  blindness,  a 
statement  of  present  health,  and  of  diseases  had,  such  as  mumps, 
measles,  whooping-cough,  &c.,  and  any  disposition  to  fits,  or  sudden 
attacks  of  any  kind,  will  be  required. 

6.  New  pupils  will  be  received  at  any  time  until  the  first  of  October, 


1860.  Parents  will  notice  this  arrangement,  and  make  application  for 
their  children  accordingly. 

7.  Pay  pupils  charged  8150  per  session  of  ten  months. 

8.  Age  determined  by  Commissioners  in  each  individual  case. 

9.  No  deduction  for  temporary  absence. 

10.  Payments  are  always  to  be  made  six  months  in  advance. 

11.  Parents  on  arriving  at  the  Institution,  will  inquire  for  the 
boarding-house. 

12.  No  pupil  to  be  removed  from  his  class  at  any  time,  without  the 
consent  of  the  Principal,  under  forfeiture  of  position. 

13.  The  session  will  continue  ten  months,  beginning  on  the  first 
Wednesday  in  October,  and  ending  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  August. 


SPECIMENS  OF  COMPOSITION 


BY  THE 


fetegiitg  to  f ^ lusMMm 
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or  THE  BLIND. 


AGRICULTURE. 

The  planting  season  is  generally  in  the  Spring.  Corn  is  planted  in 
Mar.,  cotton  in  April,  rye  and  wheat  in  the  Fall.  Rye  is  a splendid 
thing  for  stock.  Corn  is  pulled  in  Oct.,  rice  is  cut  in  Oct.  too.  On 
rice  plantations  the  fields  may  be  overflowed  at  any  time,  without  injur- 
ing the  rice.  When  rice  gets  up,  it  will  grow  in  water.  Corn  and 
cotton  require  high  land.  Corn  is  the  most  important  produce  that  a 
farmer  can  raise,  for  though  cotton  can  be  turned  into  money  more 
readily,  we  cannot  eat  it  as  we  do  corn  when  ground.  Farmers  feed 
some  of  their  stock  on  corn. 

Mules  are  much  better  for  plantation  service  than  horses.  A mule 
can  live  on  less  corn  than  a horse.  Goats  are  the  most  thrifty  animals 
that  I ever  saw. 

Potatoes  are  dug  in  Oct.,  and  some  of  them  are  put  up  in  hills  and 
kept  there  till  they  are  wanted.  Farming  is  a great  business.  No  one 
can  live  a civilized  life  without  farming. 

J.  H.  McF ADDIN. 

Aged  14  years,  under  instruction  one  and  a half  years.  Copied  by 
his  teacher  from  his  own  writing.  Partially  blind — reads  by  touch. 


4 
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learning. 

now  beautiful  and  important  is  this,  but  some  children  think  it  a 
trouble  to  study.  I hope  that  this  is  not  the  case  with  any  of  the 
pupils  in  our  class. 

Some  parents  do  not  wish  their  children  to  learn  anything  but 
reading  and  writing.  Children  think  they  will  injure  their  teacher  by 
not  studying.  This  is  a luhstake.  They  arc  the  injured. 

"NVe  find  public  schools  in  various  parts  of  State,  so  that  any  one 
who  desires  to  learn,  need  not  be  ignorant.  It  is  better  to  be  poor  and 
educated,  than  to  be  rich  and  ignorant.  -ot-  v it  v v 

Af^cd  14  years,  under  instruction  two  years  and  a half.  Copied 
from\is  own  writing  by  his  teacher.  Totally  blind  from  birth. 
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MUSIC. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  music,  vocal  and  instrumental.  I like  music 
very  much.  Music  is  very  beautiful,  some  persons  can  learn  a tune 
by  ear.  I delight  in  hearing  vocal  music.  I think  music  is  very 
powerful,  for  it  is  said,  in  the  Bible,  that  David  had  to  play  on  the  harp 
to  take  the  evil  spirit  from  Saul. 

Music  is  one  of  the  fine  arts.  It  is  very  interesting,  and  so  is 
poetry  ; but  music  is  more  beautiful  than  poetry.  Sacred  music  is  that 
in  which  hymns  and  psalms  are  sung.  We  are  learning  sacred  music 
very  rapidly. 

K.  BETTIS. 

Aged  11  years,  under  instruction  four  years.  Copied  by  her  teacher 
from  her  own  writing.  Partially  blind,  and  reads  by  feeling. 
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OF  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB. 


By  a Boy  m ?iis  thirteenth  year — under  instruction  two  and  a half  years. 

Deaf  from  birth. 

A WOLF. 

A man  kept  his  flock  of  sheep  by  niglit.  One  night  a bad  wolf  came 
to  the  flock  and  caught  two  of  them  and  carried  them  away  on  his  back. 
In  the  morning  the  owner  counted  the  sheep  and  found  that  two  of  them 
were  lost.  He  invited  his  neighbors  to  go  with  him  into  the  woods. 
They  looked  for  a den  of  wolves.  They  found  a den  of  wolves  in  the 
woods.  The  den  of  wolves  was  very  dark.  The  owner  asked  one  of 
the  neighbors  to  go  into  the  den;  but  he  was  very  afraid  to  go  into 
the  den.  The  owner  was  a brave  man.  He  looked  for  the  eyes  of  the 
wolves,  and  found  the  green  eyes  of  a wolf.  He  tied  a rope  round  his 
waist.  The  owner  told  the  neighbors  to  draw  him  out  of  the  den,  when 
he  fires  his  gun.  Then  the  owner  went  into  the  den  and  shot  the  wolf.' 
The  neighbors  heard  him  fire  his  gun,  and  drew  him  out  of  the  den. 
Then  the  neighbors  went  into  the’  den  and  drew  the  dead  wolf  out  of 
the  den.  Then  they  went  into  the  den  and  gathered  much  wool  and 
brought  it  out  of  the  deri. 

The  owner  and  the  neighbors  carried  both  the  wolf  and  wool  home. 
They  showed  the  wolf  to  their  wives  and  children. 


W.  II.  II. 
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By  a Boy  17  years  old — under  instruction  six  and  a half  years. 

Deaf  from  birth. 

THE  RACES  OF  MEN. 

Many  years  ago  there  were  many  races  of  people  who  lived  in  old 
countries.  They  did  not  understand  anything  about  books,  and  also 
did  not  know  about  God.  God  was  merciful  to  them,  for  they  were 
very  ignorant  and  worshiped  idols.  Noah  had  three  sons.  Their 
names  were  Shem,  Ham,  and  Japhet.  When  their  father  drank  rum 
and  walked  about,  Shem  laughed  at  him.  But  he  did  not  laugh  at  him 
very  much.  Ham  laughed  at  him  very  much.  God  punished  Shem 
and  Ham  severely.  Shem's  descendants  became  yehow  complexion. 
Ham’s  descendants  became  black  negroes.  Shem  lived  in  Asia.  Ham 
lived  in  Africa.  Japhet  lived  in  Europe.  He  did  not  laugh  at  his 
father  at  all.  But  he  pitied  him.  He  was  white  like  our  races.  The 
whole  human  family  are  considered  as  constituting  five  different  races. 
These  races  are  Caucasian,  IMongolian,  3Jalayan,  African,  and  Ameri- 
can. The  different  races  did  not  resemble  each  other.  Caucasian  are 
■white.  The  people  of  the  United  States  belong  to  this  Caucasian  race. 
Mongolian  are  yellow  complexion.  -Malayan  are  brown  complexion. 
Africans  are  black,  and  Americans  are  copper  colored.  Many  Indians’ 
skins  are  dark  complexion,  like  a dead  leaf.  Many  years  ago  they  lived 
here;  but  they  live  in  the  western  of  North  America.  We  wonder 
that  God  created  many  different  races. 


J.  S.  H. 
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By  a Boy  Seventeen  years  old — unde/-  instruction  six  years.  Deaf  from 

birth. 

THE  OCEAN. 

The  Pacific  is  a larger  ocean  than  the  Atlantic  ocean  and  some 
other  oceans.  The  Pacific  is  about  ten  thousand  miles  wide.  There  is 
a grreat  deal  more  water  than  land  on  the  earth.  Two-thirds  of  the  face 
of  the  earth  are  covered  with  water.  The  water  of  the  ocean  is  salt. 
The  ocean  is  useful  to  make  salt.  Sailors  ride  in  ships  which  sail  on 
the  for  weeks,  and  even  month  without  coming  to  land.  Now  I think 
that  there  are  many  stream-boats  and  ships  on  the  ocean.  I desire  to 
see  it.  I never  saw  the  ocean.  There  are  innumerably  fishes  in  the 
ocean.  Many  of  them  large  as  a man’s  body.  Some  fishmen  often 
catch  many  fishes  in  the  ocean.  They  sell  them  to  the  people  and 
earn  their  living.  I am  more  fond  of  fishes  than  meat,  &c. 

Sailors  often  climb  up  to  the  top  of  the  masts  of  ships,  and  they 
love  to  sport  and  swim  in  the  ocean,  because  they  like  to  dive  into  the 
ocean.  It  is  very  deep.  The  ocean  is  about  six  miles.  There  are 
many  whales  in  the  ocean.  The  whales  are  larger  than  any  other  ani- 
mals. Sailors  often  kill  the  whales  with  harpoon.  They  take  and  boil 
the  fat  to  make  lamp  oil,  candles,  &c.  If  we  wish  to  visit  distance 
countries,  we  can  easily  visit  them  by  getting  into  a ship  and  sailing 
across  the  ocean  ; but  ifc«s  dangerous,  for  a storm  may  break  the  ship 
and  we  would  be  drowned  in  the  deep  ocean.  Many  people  often 
swim  in  it.  I never  swim  in  the  ocean,  but  I often  in  the  rivers  and 
ponds.  , J.  II.  II. 
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By  a Girl  fourteen  yean  old — under  instruction  five-and-a-half  years. 

Deaf  from  birth. 

DEATH. 

Death  means  tlie  extinction  of  life.  If  our  first  parents  Adam  and 
Eve  liad  not  disobeyed  God  for  the  forbidden  fruit,  death  would  never 
come  upon  us,  as  the  Most  High  has  said.  But  alas ! they  failed  to 
obey  Him,  and  He  told  them  that  they  should  return  to  the  dust  again. 
We  do  not  know  when  our  death  will  come,  perhaps,  to-morrow,  or 
before  .long.  Many  pious  Christians  are  contented  when  death  over- 
takes them,  because  they  themselves  often  say  that  death  is  a sweet 
repose.  We  generally  look  upon  death  with  considerable  terror.  Our 
Lord  Jesus  once  stood  on  this  vast  world  and  raised  many  dead  bodies 
from  death  by  His  word.  He  told  his  twelve  apostles  about  his  ap- 
proaching death.  I think  that  he  dreaded  it  because  he  was  in  a 
garden  named  Gethsemane,  weeping  in  a great  agony  on  the  night 
before  his  death.  I often  imagine  that  death  is  a spear  that  comes  and 
cruelly  darts  to  our  poor  hearts  and  kills  us.  But  many  persons  say 
that  death  is  personified  like  a skeleton  on  a pale  horse  with  several 
deadly  darts  in  its  hand,  and  travelling  over  all  the  world  and  thrusting 
many  persons. 

What  day  do  we  keep  as  the  sabbath?  The  day  of  resurrection  of 
our  Lord  Jesus.  After  our  death — after  our  entrance  into  the  great 
glorious  Home — there  will  be  no  work  days,  but  one  eternal  sabbath  day. 
Our  weak  bodies  will  surely  die,  but  death  will  never  come  upon  our 
spirits.  After  our  death  our  weak  bodies  will  decay  in  the  dust.  If 
we  had  tried  to  please  God,  our  spirits  will  escape  from  our  weak  bodies 
and  fly  to  the  great  glorious  Home  and  stay  there  forever.  No  earthly 
troubles  will  get  into  the  great  glorious  Home  to  trouble  us.  Some- 
times death  comes  upon  our  dear  friends,  or  near  relations,  and  makes 
us  sorry  to  lose  them,  but  we  must  not  murmur  against  our  mighty 
God.  The  Most  High  thinks  that  it  is  proper  to  give  us,  and  he  taketh 
us  away.  We  had  better  now  try  to  please  our  Merciful  God  and  be 
ready  to  receive  our  death.  J.  S.  B. 
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Bj  a Boy  fourteen  years  old — under  instruction  four  and  a half  years. 

Deaf  from  birth. 

AUTUMN. 

Autumn  is  the  third  season  of  the  year.  It  is  not  as  cold  as  winter. 
Autumn  is  next  to  winter.  The  trees  are  ornamented  with  various  colored 
leaves.  Frost  always  comes  in  Autumn.  It  kills  the  vegetables. 
September  is  the  first  month  of  Autumn.  The  weather  is  generally 
temperate  and  pleasant.  The  farmers  often  shuck  their  corn,  and  dig 
their  potatoes  in  Autumn.  AV’^e  often  put  wood  into  the  fire,  and  make 
us  warm.  The  farmers  always  gather  the  corn,  fodders  and  things  and 
put  into  the  barns  in  Autumn.  We  often  put  on  our  winter  clothes 
and  woolen  stockings.  The  flowers  cannot  grow  in  Autumn.  The 
drivers  often  drive  many  herds  of  hogs  in  Autumn  or  winter  and  sell 
them  to  the  people.  Autumn  has  its  first  month  of  September.  It 
has  two  mouths.  The  days  are  shorter  than  the  nights. 

L.  C.  II. 
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By  a young  man  twenty  years  old — under  instruction  six  years.  Deaf 

from  hirth. 

VICE. 

Intemperance  frequently  tempts  the  youth  to  do  vicious  acts.  But 
it  is  now  better  to  avoid  it,  because  we  must  be  dignified  and  respect- 
able. If  we  are  vicious,  we  will  never  attain  goodness  and  dignity. 
And  also  we  will  not  be  loved  and  respected  by  our  friends.  But  we 
must  be  careful,  and  take  pains  to  do  good  acts.  Some  parents  indulge 
their  children  to  do  vicious  acts.  Their  children  are  spoiled  by  indul- 
gence. They  are  not  themselves  in  fault.  If  any  person  tries  to  do 
right,  be  may  become  a distinguished  statesman  or  president.  Crime 
is  worse  than  vice.  Jesus,  our  saviour,  never  did  a vicious  act.  People 
believe  preachers  never  do  vicious  acts.  If  they  did,  they  would  then 
he  hypocrites.  Virtue  is  better  than  vice.  Boys  frequently  ride  their 
horses  cruelly.  They  are  vicious.  Oh  ! their  horses  never  treat  them 
cruelly.  The  boys  must  be  ashamed.  But  I had  better  take  the  beam 
out  of  mine  own  eye,  and  then  I shall  see  more  clearly  to  take  the 
mote  out  of  my  brother’s  eye. 

E.  D.  S. 
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'By  a Boy  sixteen  years  old— under  instruction  six  years.  Deaf  from 

birth. 

THE  SABBATH. 

.Many  people  often  go  to  Church  on  the  Sabbath.  They  hear  the 
preachers  preaching.  Some  of  them  repent  for  sins,  and  are  baptized. 
They  become  good  and  pious  people.  M icked  people  do  not  go  to 
church.  They  often  drink  rum  and  speak  bad  words.  On  the  Christam 
Sabbath,  Christ  rose  from  the  dead.  God  sent  llis  Angel  to  come 
duwn  and  roll  the  rock  out  of  the  tomb.  The  guard  soldiers  became 
like  dead  men  for  fear.  They  fled  to  the  city.  We  must  read  the  Bible 
and  think  about  God.  I remember  that  some  of  the  books  said  that  a 
had  man  was  going  a fishing  on  the  Sabbath.  God  saw  him  fl.sh  and 
Ho  sent  lightning  and  killed  the  bad  man.  He  was  a very  wicked  man. 
God  created  the  world  in  six  days  and  rested  on  the  seventh  day.  It  is 
called  Sabbath.  The  Sabbath  is  holy.  The  bible  said  that  Je.sus  went 
on  the  Sabbath  day  through  the  corn  and  his  disciples  were  hungry  and 
began  to  pluck  the  ears  of  corn  to  cat.  But  when  the  Pharisees  saw 
them,  and  .said  to  him  and  to  his  disciples  with  him,  it  is  not  lawful 
upon  the  Sabbath.  But  Jesus  told  the  Phari.sces  that  they  were  hype- 
roite  and  wicked.  Jesus  often  preached  to  the  wicked  people;  but 
some  of  them  did  not  care  for  his  preaching.  After  Jesus  was  cruci- 
fied, he  lived  on  the  earth  forty  days.  Then  he  ascended  into  Heaven. 
He  is  our  Savior.  1 think  that  some  fiirmor.s  work  in  their  farms  on 
the  Sabbath.  They  are  very  wicked  men.  They  must  go  to  church  to 
hear  the  j.rcichcrs  preaching.  Some  idiot  people  do  not  know  about 
God  who  created  this  world.  They  arc  very  pitiful.  Wo  often  put 
on  clean  clolhe.s  on  the  Sabbiith  and  go  to  Sabbath  school  ami  read  our 
testament  and  sec  our  teachers  lecture,  Ac. 
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By  a Girl  Fourteen  years  old — under  instruction  jive  and  a half 
years.  Deaf  from  hirth. 

NIGHT. 

Night  means  a time  of  twelve  hours  when  the  sun  is  beneath  the 
horizen.  The  night  dews  begin  to  fall,  and  the  air  which  was  sultry 
now  becomes  cool.  The  chickens  which  were  working  hard  to  get  food 
all  the  daylight  now  have  ceased  and  are  gathered  under  the  wings 
of  their  mothers  at  reposes.  The  birds  of  the  air  which  worked  hard 
in  flying  about  to  get  some  insects  to  eat^  have  ceased  flying  and  hide 
their  heads  behind  their  wings  while  resting  on  the  branches  of  trees  in 
good  sleep.  Domestic  animals  are  gone  to  rest  themselves  all  night. 
Every  man’s  eye  is  shut  and  every  hand  is  still.  No  more  noise  of 
children  at  play,  or  tramping  of  busy  feet  of  people  hurrying  to  and  fro 
is  heard.  Now  the  darkness  is  spread  over  all  the  blue  skies  and  over 
the  earth.  God  does  not  let  us  have  darkness  in  the  nights  always.  God 
gave  us  some  light  in  the  night  as  the  glorious  moon  and  twinkling 
stars.  The  stars  are  scattered  over  all  the  blue  skies  which  look  very 
beautiful  and  bright.  Some  persons  sit  up  till  late  in  the  night.  They 
take  pleasant  walks  in  the  moonshine.  How  glorious  are  the  moon  and 
stars  as  they  prove  that  our  mighty  God  smiles  upon  us.  When  we 
are  lying  on  our  beds  during  the  night  and  the  sweet  twinkling  stars 
sometimes  peep  at  us  through  our  windows.  They  seem  to  us  that  they 
are  guards  to  protect  us  from  danger  during  the  night,  when  we  are 
sinking  into  our  sweet  sleep  and  we  could  not  defend  ourselves  from 
any  danger  during  the  night,  the  eye  that  never  sleepeth  and  His 
mighty  hand  is  stretched  over  us.  But  many  vices  and  crimes  are 
scattering  over  the  earth  during  the  night.  Thieves,  robbers,  and 
murderers  are  walking  about  to  steal,  to  rob,  and  to  murder  or  kill, 
because  they  could  not  be  seen  by  other  people  during  the  night. 
When  the  darkness  is  passed  away,  the  rays  of  the  morning  sun  arrive 
on  your  eyelids  with  the  praises  of  the  Most  High,  who  has  taken  care 
of  us  through  the  night  from  any  events,  deaths,  or  sickness  and  gives 
us  refreshing  day  of  health  and  happiness.  The  animals  which  went 
to  sleep,  now  open  their  eyes  and  go  on  grazing  grass.  The  sweet  birds 
now  lift  up  their  heads  and  begin  to  sing  sweet  songs  as  the  praises  of 
our  miglity  God.  J.  J.  K. 
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